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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

3 Commission to Study Video Lottery Terminalsin M aryland

4 FOR the purpose of establishing a Commission to Study Video Lottery Terminalsin
5 Maryland; requiring the Commission to review and evaluate the effects of

6 authorizing video lottery terminasin the State; providing for the membership
7
8
9

of the Commission; requiring the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Delegates to consider geographic diversity in the appointment of
Commission members; requiring the Commission to consult with certain

10 executive branch agencies; prohibiting the compensation of members of the

11 Commission but authorizing reimbursement of members of the Commission for

12 certain expenses; requiring the Commission to report findings and

13 recommendations by a certain date; providing for the staffing of the

14 Commission; providing for the termination of this Act; and generally relating to

15 a Commission to Study Video Lottery Terminalsin Maryland.
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25 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

26 MARYLAND, That:

27 @ Thereisa Commission to Study Video L ottery Terminalsin Maryland.

28 (b) The Commission shall review and eval uate the effects of authorizing the
29 operation of video lottery terminals for gaming purposes in the State, including:

30 Q) the estimated annual impact on State revenues;

31 2 the potential social costs of increases in compulsive gaming and the
32 behaviors associated with compulsive gaming;

33 3 the potential economic devel opment benefits and the effects on other
34 economic sectorsin the State, including the horse racing, tourism, and restaurant
35 indudtries;

36 4 the impact on State | ottery revenues and other gaming activities in
37 the Sate;
38 (5 the impact of video lottery termina operationsin Delaware and West

39 Virginia and the potentia impact of gaming changes in neighboring states;
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1 (6) the appropriate number of and locations for video lottery terminal
2 facilities, including the feasibility of locating these facilities at existing racetrack

3 locations and the potentia costs and appropriate alowances for expenses of operating

4 video lottery terminals;

5 @ the potentia impact of video lottery termina facilities on local
6 jurisdictions; and

7 (8) the impact on law enforcement and criminal activity.

8 © The Commission shall be composed of 16 members as follows.

9 Q) amember of the Senate of Maryland, who shall serve as co-chairman
10 of the Commission, appointed by the President of the Senate;

11 2 amember of the House of Delegates, who shall serve as co-chairman
12 of the Commission, appointed by the Speaker of the House;

13 3 seven members of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the
14 President of the Senate, including at |east one member from each county with an
15 existing or proposed racetrack holding or planning to hold live thoroughbred or
16 standardbred racing; and

17 4 seven members of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker
18 of the House, including at |east one member from each county with an existing or
19 proposed racetrack holding or planning to hold live thoroughbred or standardbred

20 racing.

21 (d) The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall consider
22 geographic diversity in the appointment of members to the Commission.

23 (€ In gathering information to formulate its findings and recommendations,
24 the Commission shall consult with the appropriate executive branch agencies.

25 (f) The Department of L egidative Services and the University of Maryland
26 shal provide staff support to the Commission.

27 ()] A member of the Commission:

28 Q) may hot receive compensation; but

29 2 is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State
30 Travel Regulations as provided in the State budget.

31 (h) The Commission shall submit areport of its findings and
32 recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State
33 Government Article, to the General Assembly by December 31, 2003.

A SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
35 June 1, 2003. It shall remain effective for aperiod of 7 months and, at the end of
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1 December 31, 2003, with no further action required by the General Assembly, this Act
2 shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.




